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Rakshabandhan
(Shravani Purnima)

The day of the full moon of the bright
half of Shravan, known as Shravani
Purnima has special significance in the
cultural heritage of India. This day hearlds
the sanctity and purity of the brother sister
relationship Which is above the mental
calculation or material consideration.

Security, like fear and sex is one of the
fundamental insticts of life and this
auspicious day is odserved for praying for
the security of life. Therefore it is also
known as Rakshabandhan day. However,
enlightened and awakened souls like
Prahlad prayed not for the security of the
mundane life but wished for the
continuence of the grace of god in the
maintainance of the unique spiritual
relationship of love intimacy with the
master or gurudev which is the very
backbone of the spiritual advancement of
the true sadhaka. This sould ultimately
result into permanent, affectionate
communion with the God. However, such
an advanced state can be reached only by
those sincere devotees or bhaktas who
offer sincere and unconditional surrender
to god alone or to God ordained realised
saint. We have brilliant examples of such
relationship between Lord Krishna &
Arjuna, Shukdevji and Parikshit, Ram &
Hanuman etc. This Principle has been
most authentically advocated by Lord
Krishna in Bhagvad Gita-

He tells Arjuna, "Leave all your moral
considerations, mental, physical and
social codes of conducts and have
unconditional surrender to me and me

(6)

alone, then | will deliver and relieve you
from all you sins."

Apart from this He also promised-

T H o7erd: gUTeIT’ |

'My devotee shall not perish' and

TACTHRRY gHIT AT HEdT 371e” |

that a little obeyance of this Dharma
will relieve you from the greatest fear.

In this novel way Lord Krishna liberated
His bhaktas and made them fearless and
happy. The same message was also given
by Jesus Christ. Lord Swaminarayan also
bestowed special favours to His real
devotees by His infinite love, grace and
compassion which has been ably reflected
in vachanamrit Gadhada Sec. I, 72 and
Jetalpur, 5 as under-

If the bhaktas realise the magnanimity
of the supremacy of God's power and
accept wholeheartedly saints and fellow
satsangees as their intimate relatives, then
by sheer grace of God or Gurudeo, they
would also become immune to time space,
causation, illusion or prakriti i.e. crude
nature'. (Gadhda Sec. 1, 72)

'If you have faith in me, you will atain
my Divine Abode. If you all have reposed
such supreme trust in my words and would
behave accordingly. | will retrieve you even
from the worst miseries be they of type of
worst of famines or any other irrevocable
entanglement (Jetalpur, 5)

He thus granted full protection and
security of life and liberation from hostile
forces not after death but here and now in
this very life. He went further ahead than
other Avatars by allowing us to cherish our
happiness and joys and took upon Himself
all our difficulties, worries, pains and
misseries. Before He took charge of the
head of the sect. He prayed to His Guru
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Ramanand Swami- who is thus seen in the form of the divine
'O Lord, Let the sufferings of your vision, but number of times He comes with
devotees fall upon me. Let me bear the  His principal disciples in the company of
agony of hundreds of stings but your Sadhus and the continuity of the same
devotee shall not get a single one. If fate of  process is also guranteed even now and
your devotee give him a begging-bowl let  for ever.
me have that bowl, but your devotee shall At present by the grace of H.D. Yogijee
never grieve for food and cloth. Maharaj this heirarchy is maintained
Sahajananda Swami Himself was Purna-  through the Divine personalities like P.P.
Purushottam, still He asked to bear Kakaji. P.P. Pappaji and P.P. Hariprasad
agonies and sufferings of His devotees!  Swamiji. We are most fortunate to have
How eager He was to take all the complete protection and total security in all
grievences of His devotees upon Himself! ~ ways and in all manners through such

This was His love and compassion. Divine Master in this accidental and
One can remeber of His boons which illussive age i.e. Kaliyuga.
have remained uparallel and most On this holy and auspicious day of

outstanding in the spritual histroy of the ~ Rakshabandhan let us resolve to pray
world. Granting the continuance of His  sincerely and honestly to God and to our
unique spiritual heirarchy He even Gurudev so that He may shower His
extended to give darshan or vision at the  blessings for the dynamic and creative life
last moment on the point of death to  and for sharing same sort of pure love and
deliver and liberate the soul and take to His  true friendship with all colleagues and
eternal abode Akshardham. thus fellow sadhakas in particular and the entire
protecting from the fear or endless cycle of  humanity in general.

birth and death. What is still more -Hemant Merchant
remarkable is that it is not the Master alone

What is a Friend?

What is a friend?l will tell you. It is a person with whom you dare to be yourself. Your soul
can be naked with him. He seems to ask of you to put on nothing, only to be what you are.
He does not want you to be better or worse. When you are with him, you feel as a prisoner
feels who has been declared innocent. You do not have to be on your guards. You can say
what you think so long as it is genuinely you. He understands those contradictions in your
nature that lead others to misjudge. With him you breath freely. Your meannesses and
absurdities and in opening them up to him, they are lost, dissolved on the white ocean of his
loyalty. He understands you do not have to be careful. You can abuse him, neglect him tolerate
him. Best of all, you can keep still with him. It makes no matter. He likes you. He is like fire
that purges to the bone. He understands. He understands, You can weep with him, sing with
him, laugh with him pray with him, through it all and underneath-he sees knows and loves
you. A friend? What is a friend? Just one. | repeat, with whom you dare to be yourself.

Franklene Beran
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